Molecular defects in the bare lymphocyte syndrome and regulation of MHC class II genes.
The complex pattern of expression of major histocompatibility complex (MHC) class II molecules plays an essential role in the control of the immune response. Our understanding of the molecular mechanisms controlling this expression has benefited greatly from the identification of the regulatory factors defective in two forms of a hereditary disease of MHC class II regulation: bare lymphocyte syndrome. This has also provided new tools for the experimental modulation of MHC class II expression.